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The driest regions of the globe are, firstly, the
great tract stretching eastwards from the Sahara
through Arabia to Persia. This is continued through
Central Asia over the southern Steppes of Russia to
Lake Balkash. Farther eastwards again comes the
desert of Gobi. This latter, however., owes its aridity
in great measure to the fact that the mountains by
which it is surrounded drain the wind of wlmt little
moisture it contains. In South Africa we have the
great Kalahari desert; in North America the Great
Salt Lake region.; and in South America the narrow
strip of Peru and Chili, between the Andes awl the sea.
The contrast between Santiago in W S. with a total
rainfall of 14-10 inches, and Valdivia, only seven degrees
of latitude further South., with a fall of l]<>-2 inches,
is very remarkable. The interior of Australia, too, is
rarely visited by rains.

From the estimates put down at the beginning of
the chapter it will be seen that the frigid zones are put
down as comparatively very dry regions. Thin in cer-
tainly true as regards the fall of rain, but the pi*e~
dominant mode of precipitation is in the form of snow,
and among the characteristics of the Arctic Itegiony i$
the constant drifting of snow.

Nordenskioldl says of it, at his winter station,
Pitlekaj, near Behring's Strait: * The fall of snow wan
not very great, but as there was in the course of the
winter no thaw of such continuance that the snow was
at any time covered with a coherent melted crust, a
considerable portion of the snow that fell remained HO
loose that with the least puff of wind it was whirled

1 Voyage of the Vega, translated by Leslie (London: Macmilhuitt,
1881), vol. i., p. 483.